
PATHWAYS TO DISCIPLESHIP
Communicating With God



LAST TIME

We discussed embracing God’s love.  Prodigal Son. 

We also talked about beginning a love relationship 
with God.  Abba Father and Romans 6. 

We issued a challenge.  How did it go?



CHALLENGE

Spend time in Scripture this 
month.  Everything you read 

points to God’s love.  

Find one way to communicate 
that love to others.



Communicating 
With Our Beloved



“The word we use for personal 
communication with God is “prayer”.  

Prayer is talking and listening to God.  At 
the heart, prayer is more than that, prayer 
shapes the very relationship we have with 

the God who loves us and the God we 
love.  Prayer is surrendering all that we 

are to the love and care of God.” 

-  Living God’s Love, p.71



KNOW THIS…

I don’t claim here to be an expert or to 
have conquered the struggle. 

There is one who plumbed and claimed 
the deepness of prayer. 

Jesus Christ Himself



LUKE 5:16

“But Jesus often withdrew to 
lonely places and prayed.”



Have you ever thought how profound it 
was that “Jesus often withdrew to pray”? 

Jesus had a regular practice of making 
time to be along with God, His Father.  Do 
you? 
     -   Set a time and a daily place. 
     -   Too busy; not enough time. 

Jesus…



MARK 1:21-39

What does Jesus do after a long day of 
work? 

“Very early in the morning, while it was 
still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and 
went off to a solitary place where he 
prayed.”  v.35



MATTHEW 14:1-23

“When Jesus heard what had happened, 
He withdrew by boat privately to a solitary 
place”  v.13 

“and He dismissed them, He went up on a 
mountainside by Himself to pray.  When 
evening came, He was there alone…”  v.23

John the Baptist



1. The greatest battle we face in our 
lives as disciples is to stay 
connected to God through prayer! 

• For example:  losing connection to your 
internet, cable, or phone



God has gifted us with great and precious 
gifts:  Salvation and the Holy Spirit 

The third gift is that of prayer to God the 
Father.  Direct access to the Divine 

Jesus Christ our intercessor and 
advocate 

The Holy Spirit is our helper



2.  Flesh (carnal, temporary, Satan) 
does not like prayer because it is 
the direct link to Spiritual 
(heavenly, Spirit)



We have fed the desires of our flesh all our 
lives - caved into them 

Love has been for the world (1 John 
2:15-17) 

“Flesh is in conflict with the Spirit, 
contrary to it.”



MATTHEW 26:41

“Watch and pray that you will 
not fall into temptation.  The 
Spirit is willing but the body 

is weak.”



You and I will never face 
greater distractions than when 
we set aside the time and place 

to be alone and pray.



BATTLE FOR DAILY 
CONNECTION

God Himself 

 Spiritual Wisdom 

Comfort and Peace 

Power and Strength 

Accomplish what seems impossible



BATTLE FOR DAILY 
CONNECTION

Daily connection through prayer 

Daily frustration and anxieties 

Focus and direction 

Confidence and courage 

Renewed vitality  

Live in the realm of possibilities 



Listening 
to God



LISTENING TO GOD



JOHN 10:27-28

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish, and now one will 

snatch them out of my hand.”



1 KINGS 18-19

Elijah had seen God 
work in a mighty 
way on Mt. Carmel. 

During conflict, he 
fled and hid in a 
cave on Mt. Horeb. 

How did Elijah hear 
God?



WAYS WE LISTEN TO GOD

•Through the Word  (Hebrews 4:12-13) 

•Through others  (2 Timothy 1:5) 

•Through nature  (Psalm 19:1-4) 

•Throughout events in our lives - good and 
bad  (Romans 8:28-29)



PUT IT INTO PRACTICE

•Start your day with 3 minutes of silence after 
asking God “What do you have in store for 
me today?”   

•Listen to God through Scripture.  Meditate 
on His Word.  Meditate- “to chew slowly”. 

•Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit.



QUESTIONS FOR 
CONSIDERATION

How do you react to: 

1. “The problem of staying connected to God through 
prayer? 

2. “The flesh does not like prayer” 

• What suggestions do you have for overcoming those 
problems? 

• Is it easier for you to talk to God or listen to God?  Why?





GROUP QUESTIONS

Take a 2-3 minutes and write out a personal prayer to 
God on the half sheets of paper provided. 

Share a moment where you’ve heard God prompt you 
to do something.  How did you react? 

In what ways would you say it might help us sustain a 
deeper prayer life if we grew a greater understanding 
of prayer?





CHALLENGE

Establish a rhythm in your life to 
be able to listen and talk to God. 

Pray for something so big 
that you know only God 

could accomplish it.



Discovery 
Bible 
Study



LUKE 11:1-2

“One day Jesus was praying in a 
certain place.  When He finished, 
one of His disciples said to Him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, just as 

John taught his disciples.”



LUKE 11:1-2

“He said to them, “When you pray, 
say:  ‘Father, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come. Give us each day 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 

few we also forgive everyone who sins 
against us. And lead us not into 

temptation.’”



PATHWAYS TO DISCIPLESHIP
Living God’s Love


